
The Shire has circulated plans for completely new facili�es in John 

Butler Reserve, to include a children’s playground, sea�ng and tables, 

and a new toilet block to cater for all iden��es. These new facili�es will be 

located along the east edge of the Reserve, between the exis�ng leash-free 

dog park and the car park, in a se#ng of mature trees, garden beds, lawn 

and pathways. 

Plans have been completed and money has been allocated by the Shire. 

Works should start once a Heritage Victoria permit is approved. 
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According to CoreLogic Melbourne house prices have dropped by 11.5% over the past 12 months, taking prices 

back to those reminiscent of 2016.  One area that has not succumbed to this downfall and managed to maintained 

its value is our beau�ful Ranelagh Estate. 

One of the reasons property prices in Ranelagh remain solid and people want to live here is because a previous RRA 

commi4ee fought successfully to prevent the development of blocks of flats and mul�ple dwelling units being built 

on residen�al lots and in our parkland reserves.  With only 30 houses turning over in the past 12 months, it is easy 

to see why people don’t want to leave and prices have remained high. 
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The RRA’s aims are enshrined in the formally incorporated Objec�ves, being: 

1. To prevent the development of closer density housing and any further commercial development. "Closer 

density housing" being defined as: Group Housing, Cluster Housing, Town Houses, Re�rement Villages, Units 

and Flats. 

2. The principle of "One Block — One residence" to be strictly observed. 

3. To ensure that any further development maintains the natural features and environment of the Estate as 

planned in the historic design by Walter Burley Griffin. 

4. To liaise with, and have communica�on with, the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council or any other appropriate 

body, whenever necessary, in all ma4ers affec�ng the Estate, and to assist in this aim wherever possible. 

 

In other words, to conserve the historical significance and environmental ambience of Ranelagh Estate, which is 

presumably the reason you have chosen to live here. 

 

To this end - here are just a few of the ma4ers in which your commi4ee has been ac�ve this year: 

• Lobbying shire representa�ves and employees to respect and consistently apply specific planning legisla�on 

designed to protect Ranelagh’s environment, such as the Design & Development Overlays, Vegeta�on Overlays, 

and the recommenda�ons in the Ranelagh Estate Conserva�on Management Plan adopted by the shire council 

in 2009. 

• Using our experience to support Mount Eliza Woodland Residents’ Associa�on in their endeavours to persuade 

the shire to apply their own Design & Development Overlay, DDO-18. 

• Reviewing planning applica�ons for consistency with planning Overlays and the Objec�ves applying to Ranelagh 

Estate. 

• Lobbying the shire for replacement tree plan�ng in public areas where trees are missing, and assis�ng other 

organiza�ons such as MEAFEC, Rotary Club, Lot D Preserva�on Group etc to achieve replan�ng in denuded 

areas such as Howard Parker Reserve, the cliffs above Ranelagh Beach and Lot D. 

• Assis�ng the shire with a major re-design for the recrea�on area within John Butler Reserve, due to be built this 

year. 

• Submi#ng wri4en responses to the shire’s Neighbourhood Character Strategy (see following ar�cle). 

• Arguing for the protec�on of significant trees on the Estate (see following ar�cle). 

• Gree�ng new residents to Ranelagh Estate with a Welcome Pack containing informa�on about Ranelagh past 

and present, also facili�es in broader Mt Eliza and Mornington Peninsula. 

• Raising ma4ers of concern to the a4en�on of the Shire’s Heritage Officers and 

Planners through engagement with the Shire's Ranelagh Estate Conserva�on 

Advisory Group. 

• Lodging submissions with the Shire for funding contribu�ons to Ranelagh-related 

projects. 

• Promo�ng apprecia�on of Ranelagh Estate through the colourful book Ranelagh – A 

Special Place and posters of the original sub-division layout of Ranelagh showing each 

lot, numbered, with its dimensions.  If you would like to purchase a book or poster 

please contact us at mail@ranelaghestate.org.au. 
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Shire undertaking Neighbourhood Character Studies 

The Mornington Peninsula Shire has 

commenced Shire-wide Neighbourhood 

Character Studies which aim to identify the 

qualities of our differing townships and 

precincts. 

These studies are a follow-on from the Shire 

Housing and Settlement Strategy and support 

the amendment C219 to rezone areas from 

Residential to Neighbourhood Residential 

Zones which is currently with the State Planning 

Minister seeking approval. The aim is to 

strengthen aspects of the Mornington 

Peninsula Planning Scheme to provide greater 

protection of our neighbourhoods to retain 

their character. 

The initial phase has involved forming a Shire 

Project Team with support from Planning 

Consultants who have conducted fact-finding 

and analysis in areas throughout the Shire. 

Community consultation has occurred through 

public meetings, meetings at Shire Offices and 

seeking feedback from the general 

community.  

This feedback will feed into the precinct 

analysis material for a report to be presented 

to Council. The community will then be invited 

to comment on the report findings.  

Representatives of RRA attended several 

meetings and provided submissions to the 

Shire. We believe Ranelagh should be treated 

as a distinct area 

warranting 

protection. 

All trees in Ranelagh Estate’s public areas (nature strips, parklands 

and traffic islands) are protected from removal or even 

modifica�on unless Shire permission has been obtained first. 

Penal�es apply! 
 

Trees on private property have no such protec�on (with some 

excep�ons such as vegeta�on on proper�es with a Heritage or  

vegeta�on Overlay). Some trees were planted more than a century 

ago when Ranelagh was farmland; most were planted soon aOer 

the forma�on of Ranelagh Estate, oOen before fences were erected 

so trees intended as street trees frequently ended up inside a 

property boundary instead of outside the property boundary. 
 

The RRA has been asked to compile a list of trees on Ranelagh 

Estate that are worthy of protec�on, so we are invi�ng Ranelagh 

residents to nominate trees they believe should be classified as 

“significant to the landscape and heritage values of Ranelagh 

Estate”. The aim is to iden�fy important trees on private proper�es. 

Please include the property address, a brief descrip�on of the tree(s), your reasons for nomina�on, plus a 

photograph if possible. 
 

Email your contribu�ons to RRA here:  mail@ranelaghestate.org.au 

Heritage house in Wimborne Avenue 
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Ranelagh Residents’ 
Association 

Membership Application 

If you would like to 

support the RRA 

please contact the 

President on the 

email address above. 
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NEW MEMBERS & NEW MEMBERS & NEW MEMBERS & NEW MEMBERS & 
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Do you love where you live? 

Are you passionate about 

maintaining the character of our 

Estate? 

Would you like to help with 

working bees, tree planting and 

general maintenance that the 

RRA does to keep the Estate in its 

beautiful condition? 

If you answered YES to any of these 

questions then the RRA would love to 

have you as a member.  Simply 

complete this form and return with your 

annual subscription and you will be put 

on the Association list and notified of all 

upcoming events. 

We look forward to meeting you. 

Have you heard about this new app 

Snap Send Solve??? 

You can download it free on your 

smart phone or tablet and alert the 

relevant authority immediately of any 

incidents or emergencies.  This is an 

excerpt from the app  


