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In the previous RRA Newsletter we 

invited nominations of trees on 

private property you consider 

worthy of preservation. We’ve had 

a good response, but surely there 

are more? Please send them in! 

Email your nominations to RRA here: mail@ranelaghestate.org.au 

Here are two magnificent trees from Roehampton Crescent: 

a Monterey Cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa) and a Blue Gum 

(Eucalyptus sp.) 
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Update on the working bee held in Lot D last September (2018) 

when RRA supplied and planted 10 Swamp Gums (Eucalyptus 

ovata) and 6 Callistemon. 

Ten months later and we are pleased 

 to report they are thriving. 

Swamp Gum in Lot D Callistemon in Lot D 
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Interview with Ranelagh resident Peter Sydes 

 

RRA: Why do you love living in Ranelagh? 
 

Pete Sydes: I have many fond memories of growing up here. To mention just a few:  

Nightly missions under torchlight to deposit empty clinking milk bottles in the centre of the Cypress tree out 

the front (which is still here, but so much bigger) and returning in slippers and dressing gown in the cold 

morning air to find they had magically been refilled with creamy white milk and brand new thin silver caps 

on top. Bread was delivered to the same nook in the tree. 
 

The corrugated dusty road in summer and flooding open drains in winter. 
 

Falling from the top of the Cypress tree across the road, down through its internal shaft snapping off scores 

of twiggy branches as I descended (thankfully no major injury beyond a twisted ankle). 
 

My uncle, who lived next door with his wife, was a war veteran who only had one leg. He kept chickens in 

the back garden and one day decided the large, heavy hen-house he’d built would be better at the 

other end of the garden, so he dragged it all the way across, alone, despite having only one leg! 

 

RRA: What brought you to buy a block here in Wimbledon Avenue? 
 

Pete Sydes: My parents purchased a vacant block of land at 45 Wimbledon Avenue in 1962.  It was on a 

weekend but Dad was so keen to secure the block he left his gold watch with the agent as a deposit until 

he could get to the bank on the following 

Monday morning!  They built our family home on 

the block and we all grew up here. 
 

My parents died just a few years ago and left the 

property to their children, and my 

siblings agreed to let me buy them out so I could 

settle here with my own wife and children. We 

discussed keeping the old house, but it was really 

beyond 

restoration and unsuitable for the times so we 

started again from scratch and moved back to 

Ranelagh and into the new house in June. 

So now the third generation of Sydes is growing 

up at 45 Wimbledon Avenue. 
 

 

 

Each Newsletter we would like to include an arti-

cle about a local identity. This is our first Ranelagh 

Resident Profile, and we are grateful to Pete for 

sharing his story with us. 
 

Do you have a story to tell? Please send us an 

email and we will arrange an interview. 

Pete outside his house at 45 Wimbledon Avenue 

with his hand in the cavity where bread and milk 

were delivered in the 1960s 
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Friends of JT Smith Reserve 
 

Situated at the original entrance to Ranelagh Estate, where 

Wimbledon Avenue meets Ranelagh Drive, this bushy green 

reserve is a delightful area of indigenous trees, shrubs and 

ground flora. A walking path runs its length with seats dotted 

throughout. 

 

For 20 years a group of dedicated local residents, working in 

partnership with the Mornington Peninsula Bushland 

Management team, have shared a vision to preserve and 

enhance the reserve.  Thanks to their sustained efforts the space 

is enjoyed by residents and visitors of all ages as a passive 

recreation area and an attractive pedestrian thoroughfare. 

 

The most recent friends working bee had a fantastic turnout of 

local residents. 100 assorted native shrubs and saplings were planted out with the help and support of the 

bushland management team. New friends and community connections were made during a very happy 

and upbeat 2 hours in the fresh air.  

 

Working Bees usually take place on the 2nd Saturday of each month between 9.30-11.30am  (excluding 

the summer months). The group is always delighted to welcome new friends of all ages and abilities. Tasks 

include planting, mulching and weeding, jobs are light in nature and the reserve is fully accessible. The 

Shire provides all supplies and equipment, including gloves, kneeling pads and gardening tools.  

 

If you would like to join the friends team please contact coordinator Karena Mitchell via the Ranelagh 

Residents Association email: mail@ranelaghestate.org.au so we can keep you updated on forthcoming 

working bees.  Alternatively send us a message via our Facebook page ‘Ranelagh Residents Association’ 

 

A very special acknowledgment to Jane Kelley, a founding member of the friends of the reserve, tirelessly 

coordinating volunteers for over 2 decades and successfully nurturing a strong  positive working 

relationship with the Shire.    

Jane has recently stepped down from the volunteer coordinating role to to make time for her other 

community endeavours.  

Tree planting at JT Smith Reserve 

2020 dates  

Saturday April 4th 

Saturday May 9th 

Saturday June 13th 

2019 dates  

Saturday August 3rd 

Saturday Sept 14th 

Saturday October 12th 

Saturday November 9th 

Saturday December 14th 
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Ranelagh Residents’ 
Association 

Membership Application 

If you would like to 

support the RRA 

please contact the 

President on the 

email address above. 
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If you enjoy receiving our newsletters you may 

wish to lend your support.  The best way to do 

this is by joining the Ranelagh Residents’  

Association, which you can do using the form 

supplied as part of this newsletter. 

If you don’t wish to join the Association you 

can still help by making a donation, however 

small, to assist with the costs of producing the 

newsletters.  If you would like to do this the 

simplest way is by making a direct deposit to 

our bank account, details of which are given 

below. 

Alternatively you could send a cheque 

payable to Ranelagh Residents’ Association 

to The Treasurer, Ranelagh Residents’ 

Association, P.O Box 618, Mount Eliza, 3930. 

Your contribution will be very gratefully  

received. 

 

Direct Deposit Details: Bendigo Bank, 

Ranelagh Residents’ Association,  

BSB 633-000 

Account 157716606 

Bank Reference NEWSDON 

In our Autumn Newsletter we drew your 

attention to the smartphone app Snap Send 

Solve.  Since then a number of people have 

commented that they have made use of the 

app to report matters of interest to local 

authorities, such as The Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, with 

prompt and effective responses.  

The app is easy to use and an excellent way of alerting authorities 

to issues or situations of concern, such as a fallen tree or other 

hazard. 

The app is free to download from the App Store and Google Play, 

and is proving to be a useful resource.  We use it ourselves and 

commend it to local residents. 


